
Farsi.   The following week Linda 
and I were visiting in her home to 
answer some questions she had and I 
asked her about her copy of the Bible 
coming from Iran.  She told me that 
in Iran, you did not wrap up your 
parcel and take it to the post office, 
you had to take the parcel open for 
inspection and they would tell you 
whether you were allowed to send it.  
When her friends took a copy of the 
Bible to the post office, permission 
was denied and they were not al-
lowed to send it.  Since that time, I 
have purchased a copy of the Bible 
in Farsi and taken it to her.  She was 
thrilled to receive it and told me on 
Sunday that she had now finished 
reading the whole Old Testament in a 
week.   My recommendation to her 
was to begin with reading the gos-
pels, so I am thankful that she had 
sufficient interest to read the whole 
of the Old Testament but thankful 
that the focus of her reading may 
now be in the New Testament.    

We are thankful to God and His 
grace to bring us into each new 
day with challenges and opportu-
nities for serving the Kingdom of 
God here in Scotland.    Each 
week brings the opportunity to 
preach the Word both publicly 
and from house to house.  We 
wanted to share with you some of 
the good things that have been 
happening in connection with our 
ministry of the Word here in Scot-
land. 

Attendance at Sunday worship on 
then past two Sundays were 46 
and 41 and typically 3 to 5 non 
Christians are present each Sun-
day… a good opportunity to 
preach and teach, reaching out to 
those who need to heed the gospel 
call.   Those who regularly attend 
are George Burns, Zoreh Radfar, 
Farbod Radfar, Grant Mackie, 
Julie Limb.     

Zoreh originally comes from Iran 
and does not have a Christian 
background.   Her first language is 
Farsi and sometimes struggles a 
little with English.   She told me 
two weeks ago that she was in 
correspondence with some friends 
in Iran who were “Christians” and 
had requested that they might 
send her a copy of the Bible in 
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Next time you take a parcel 
to the post office and send it 
off, think about Zoreh, the 
situation in Iran and thank-
ful we should be to live in a 
free society. 

See section later titled 
Home Bible Studies for a 
list of these I am dealing 
with on a weekly basis to 
offer Bible study in home 
settings.  

Alastair preaching in Shet-
land 



We are working as a church to address the need for increased spiritual growth 
and commitment.   We recently introduced a Sunday evening meeting to give 
further opportunity for fellowship and consideration of the Scriptures.   Atten-
dance is small right now (just under half our normal Sunday morning atten-
dance, but we hope that this may grow.  It also gives those who have to work on 
Sunday morning the opportunity of breaking bread in the evening.)    

This past Sunday, the meeting was in our home and the group were treated to a 
meal prepared by Linda and Paula and we entered into a devotional service 
which was preceded by a practical edifying project.   The group participated in 
cutting and pasting and constructing encouragement cards which have now 
been mailed out to individuals who were either not attending or were experienc-
ing health problems.  I then led a devotional which centered on passages in the 
New Testament where the words “one another” were employed.   

We look forward to our spiritual enrichment seminar in July when we shall 
have Daniel Napier from Austin Graduate School.  This is scheduled to begin 
on July 6.   

As part of this goal of spiritual growth this year we are looking forward to the 
visit of elders from the North Boulevard for a Shepherding Training Seminar in 
April this year.  This is aimed particularly at those who might aspire to the of-
fice of a bishop in the near future but also will give more general sessions for 
those who would seek to shepherd in the long term or in a more general sense. 

If we can foster spiritual growth in the body here then this will greatly enhance 
the goals for numerical growth by evangelism.  When the fruit of the Spirit is 
more clearly seen in the Body, then this will attract those outside then kingdom 
to learn more about how the gospel can enhance their lives also. 
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Theme of our ministry here 
in Scotland. 
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2 Peter 3:18 
 
But grow in the 
grace and knowledge 
of our Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. To 
him be the glory both 
now and to the day 
of eternity. Amen.  
 

Spiritual Growth 2014: 

The youngest 
The oldest 

Sunday night edification pro-
ject…. Making cards for those 
who might need encourage-
ment! 



 Linda is currently going through a steady re-
duction in steroid treatment to try to alleviate 
some of the side effects which are troubling her 
so much right now (diabetes lack of control, 
blurred vision, repeated infections etc.)  She is 
to see the doctor this afternoon.   Her specialist 
thinks that with the reduction in steroids there 
is likely to be a surge in her sarcoidosis which 
might provide argument for approving the in-
fliximab infusions treatment which did her so 
much good about two years ago.     

Last Thursday I had a CT scan at Stracathro 
Hospital.  This is being evaluated at this time 
and the results will be relayed to me on 25th 
February in a meeting with my oncologist.  
This is a six month check after my operation 
for lung cancer to make sure there are no other 
developments.   We trust and pray that this will 
be the case and my current good health will 
continue to allow further service for the sake of 
the kingdom.    

 

In  a typical week I teach three group Bible stud-
ies and a number of individual home Bible stud-
ies.   In a typical week I will have opportunity to 
teach around 20 people. 
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Home Bible Studies: 
Home Bible Studies. 

I am thankful to be engaged in several Bible studies every week, teaching some who are Christians and some who are 
not yet Christians.  Those who are regularly being taught are: 

John McCann   Terry Dunnigan 

Carol McCann   Sandy Elrick * 

Alan Calder   Ann Elrick * 

Carol Whittet   Bill Garty * 

Donald Hunt   Agnes Garty * 

Alan Pollock   George Burns *  

Irene Pollock   Zoreh Radfar *   

   

This includes six individuals who are not in fellowship with the church (*) whom I hope to influence to commit them-
selves to the restored gospel and church.  The others are Christians whom I am helping on a weekly basis. 

Latest Health Bulletin: 



 

We have been pleased to receive  invitations 
to go and speak the Word and encourage 
others to speak the Word.  Some invitations 
have been received in recent weeks to go and 
speak, and dates are yet to be completely fi-
nalized.   

• The church in Nottingham (England) 
want me to come and share a gospel 
weekend meeting. 

• I will be preaching in Kirkcaldy, pre-
senting three lessons this coming Sun-
day. 

• I am to preach at a special outreach 
meeting in East Kilbride. 

• I am to preach in Melbourne, Australia 
in March when Linda and I are sched-
uled to go and visit our son and daugh-
ter in law who have recently emigrated 
to Melbourne. 

 

 

 

•  
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Go Into All the World….  Preach 
the Gospel... 


