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Greetings from Cape Town      April 2015

As the summer warmth leaves our shores and leaves turn from green to yellow, we are encouraged 
at the thought that your love and care for our family and the work here remains. We are pleased to 
report that the work at Thicket Road continues to mature, and prosper as we strive to grow closer to 
the Lord. 

February and March has been busy in the life of the church
We ended the month of February with a teachers training seminar which 
Gail teaches to prepare and encourage our teachers for the year ahead in 
the Sunday school program. She still uses the material from Ms Dwina 
Willis’ class which is very helpful. We have a wonderful group of ladies who 
are dedicated to teaching the little ones about God’s word. Each year the 
call goes out for new teachers and to encourage those who are teaching to 
continue in this good work. The cradle roll teachers enjoys singing to the 
little ones, while the older kids learn bible verses and the wonderful bible 
stories.  Around the world children are being bullied and our children are no different.  Continue to 
keep our tweenz in prayer as they make a stand for Jesus as young as they are.  The Jefferies and 
Bennett family has embarked on a mission to meet with these young hearts once a month. They get 
to connect, play, sing and another opportunity to learn about God’s word.  They are building up the 
courage to bring their friends along with them to this program.

Gospel Campaign
Our March campaign was finalized at the end of February and the focus 
was on the Gospel. The theme: “The Gospel is for All” and was the start of 
the evangelistic campaigns in the Cape Town area. This was a wonderful 
opportunity for brethren around the Western Cape, not just Thicket Road, 
to bring their family and friends to hear the Gospel being preached. 
Visitors walked through our doors, and sister congregations supported the 
campaign. But what really made the campaign a success was that a 
young lady came forward and put on Christ in baptism. She has been part 
of the family at Thicket Road for sometime before giving her life to Christ.



CHURCH LIFE

SING ALONG

OUT REACH FLYER HAND 
OUT

GROUP PIC WITH RUGBY TEAM

KIDS WALKING STREETS

The Sunday afternoon of campaign week, about 220 brethren 
joined us in song at the Thicket Road CoC.  We know this count as 
we only catered for 150 brethren in terms of a light refreshment.  
However, when we saw all the people, we needed to do a count, 
and improvise so that everyone got a cookie and a cool drink as it 
was still very hot.  
Our ladies stressed a bit, but Gail is always reminded of sis Marie 
Johnson comment, when the coral was with us.  She said the word 
“Fluid” and Gail is reminded of this word often times as the ladies 
hosts programs every month.  The word is always fluid.  Thank you 
Sis Marie Johnson, and it all worked out just fine.

Outreach Program outside of Cape Town
The church has been praying for a while for the Lord to open a 
work in an area that needs the Lord.  We’ve prayed about several 
areas and St Helena Bay was always coming up as a mission 
point.  The reason we started this work was first and foremost of 
spreading the word; Evangelism.  Secondly, it was to get the 
congregation involved in a mission point that would encourage and 
equip the congregation for works of ministry, especially in 
evangelism.  The most rewarding is training our young people, 
young adults to get into areas that are outside their comfort zone to 
spread the Gospel.  Our young people learned so much over the 
week end we were there.  First of all, they slept in tents and it was 
freezing at night.  Myself and a few of the brothers slept in cars and 
vans as we protected the tents.  But this was no trouble or effort, as 
walking the streets and talking to the people, and children running 
along side us to see what we were all about.  Several of the kids 
came to our camping site where we played games with them and 
gave them something to eat.

We handed out flyers and invitations to a gospel meeting at the 
local community center that took place that Sunday afternoon. We 
walked the streets the Saturday morning and came across the 
town’s rugby team waiting for their bus to pick them up to play an 
away game. We sang several choruses for the team with some of 
the town’s people standing around. We prayed for the team, then 
the bus came and they went on their way. We later learned that the 
team won all 3 games, and the town was very happy. They entered 
the town later that evening blowing their car horns and singing 
jovial songs.

We were all happy and rejoicing with the angels that she made the great confession of Christ 
Jesus being Lord. Her name is Megan Keyser and we ask that you keep Megan in prayer as she 
begins this great spiritual journey on the highway of holiness. 



The Sunday afternoon of the gospel meeting I met an elder from one of 
the denominations and he told me he wanted to see what we were about, 
as he heard from the towns people that a new church was in town. The 
elder was a few years younger than myself and I spent some time talking 
to him while the church was singing on the other side of the road. We did 

not have a huge number of the community attend that service, but 
we are confident as we flooded the area with literature of the 

church and my cell number in case they have questions.  
Leaving the town was bitter sweet, as the kids of the 
community wanted to know when we were returning, but sweet that we were 
going to have a hot shower and warm bed that night.  We are so proud of our 
young people, please continue to pray for them, that they may never get tired of 

doing the work of the Lord. We will continue this work and pray for God to give the 
increase at His appointed time.

Church family life
We love fellowships and get-togethers.  Our annual easter egg hunt / family day was a huge 
success, as we all got to run for eggs.  The older men challenged the younger men in a game of 
soccer.  I think we were in the sun for about 2 hours, but I made it.  The ladies were “braai-ing” 
barbequeing the chicken, the children were in the pool.  Sack, potato and 30m dash races for all 
were organized by the committee. I think the adults were more competitive and 
enjoyed these races more than the kids.  Needless to say, the “oldies’s” 
muscles were sore for about a week after.  But what a wonderful time of fun 
and fellowship.  I always encourage the team leaders that no program 
should be run without the effort of evangelizing.  So for each program 
including this one, we encourage the brethren to bring along their family and 
friends.  We had a number of visitors and so happy to share the day with 
them.  At the end of the day, we sang a few choruses and I shared the 
message of Christ.

We continue to educate our young people with several opportunities to study God’s word.  We 
have Friday night youth devotionals, which Gail and I still oversee.  The 
Sunday a.m. and Wednesday night bible study classes are also means for 
them to grow in the Lord.  Sunday afternoon lads to leaders classes takes 
place in brethren’s homes and having the youth spend some time not only 
getting to know the rest of the congregation, but also 
learning about the word of God. Several of our youth 
members who have moved over to our young adults 

groups, and we’re excited at their growth in the Lord.

The ladies programs are a continual active ministry within our church life. 
Please see the Thicket Road Church of Christ Facebook Page for all those 
pics.  I don’t know how the ladies do all they do, but I am thrilled they are 
doing what they are.  I believe this is not only true to Thicket Road, but to all 
churches of Christ around the globe.

Fellowship
Celebrating Gavin’s 
40th after evening 

Ladies Program



ON THE FAMILY FRONT

As for our family the boys continue to grow both physically and 
spiritually.  Jesse will be 18 in June and Jordan 15 years old in 
September. We are so proud of our boys and ask that you continue to 
keep them in prayer. Gail and I will be married for 21 years this October 
and we continue to love and adore each other as we labor together in 
the vineyard of the Lord. I learned last week that I will have to have 
gallbladder surgery early part of May, so please keep me in your prayers 
that all may go well.  We are preparing for our up and coming winter 
months when it gets really cold and we normally have lots of rain. During 
the winter months Gail makes the best soups, and we try very hard not to get sick.  During the June 
school holidays we normally try to take a few vacation days and spend time together as a family, 
and we are hoping to do the same this year.  We will do so after we take a trip to St Helena bay to 
do a VBS there. 

Please continue to keep Thicket Road in prayer as we work with the congregation here and as we 
reach out to spread the word of God in the Cape Town area.

Thank you for your continual support of our family, we love you and appreciate you always.  The 
late bro Herb always reminded me of this scripture that I would like to share as I end off our news 
letter: being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it 
until the day of Jesus Christ; Phil 1:6. We can have confidence in Jesus and we have joy in our 
hearts as we continue to do the work He has set out for us.  Thank you for your partnership with us 
that we get to proclaim Jesus this side of the globe. 

The Allen family are in our prayers at this time.

In Christian love

God bless

Mike, Gail, Jesse & Jordan Jacobs

Our new address:
 12 Garrison Road
 Claremont, 7708
 Cape Town
 8001
 Republic of South Africa

Family Day Kids Race

Jordan’s winning team


